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JOHN ADAMS.

AmonGg the earliest settlers of the English colonies in New England
was a family by the name of Adams. One of the grantees of the char-
ter of Charles the First to the London Company was named Thomas
Adams, though it does not appear that he was of those who emigrated
with Governor Winthrop, in 1630.

It appears by the Governor’s journal, that in 1634 there came a con-
siderable number of colonists, under the pastoral superintendence of
the Rev. Thomas Parker, in a vessel from Ipswich, in the county of
Suffolk, in the neighborhood of which is Braintree in Essex.

There was, it seems, after their arrival, some difficulty in deciding
where they should be located. It was finally determined that Mount
Wollaston, situated within the harbor, and distant about nine miles
from the three mountains, and whence the intrusive merry mountain-
eer Morton had been expelled, should, with an enlarged boundary, be
annexed to Boston ; and the lands within that boundary were granted
in various proportions to individuals, chiefly, if not entirely, of the new
company from Ipswich.

The settlement soon increased ; and feeling, like all the original set-
tlements in New England, the want of religious instruction and social
worship, found it a great inconvenience to travel nine or ten miles
every Sunday to reach the place of their devotions. In 1636 they be-
gan to hold meetings, and to hear occasional preachers, at Mount Wol-
laston itself. Three years afterwards they associated themselves under
a covenant as a Christian Church ; and in 1640 were incorporated as
a separate town, by the name of Braintree.

Of this town Henry Adams, junior, was the first town-clerk ; and the
first pages of the original town records, still extant, are in his hand-
writing. He was the oldest of eight sons, with whom his father,
Henry Adams, had emigrated, probably from Braintree in England, and
who had arrived in the vessel from Ipswich in 1634. Henry Adams the
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elder, died in 1646, leaving a widow, and a daughter named Ursula
besides the eight sons above-mentioned. He had been a brewer in En
gland, and had set up a brewery in his new habitation. This esta
blishment was continued by the youngest but one of his sons, named
Joseph. The other sons sought their fortunes in other towns, and
chiefly among their first settlers. Henry, who had been the first town -
clerk of Braintree, removed, at the time of the incorporation of Med-
field in 1652, to that place, and was again the first town-clerk there.

Joseph, the son who remained at Braintree, was born in 1626 ; was
at the time of the emigration of the family from England, a boy of
eight years old, and died at the age of sixty-eight in 1694, leaving ten
children,—five sons and five daughters.

One of these sons, named John, settled in Boston, and was father of
Samuel Adams, and grandfather of the revolutionary patriot of that
name.

Another son, named also Joseph, was born in 1654 ; married Han-
nah Bass, a daughter of Ruth Alden, and grand-daughter of John Al-
den of the May Flower, and died in 1736 at the age of eighty-two.

His second son named John, born in 1689, was the father of Jorx
Apawms, the subject of the present memoir. His mother was Susanna,
daughter of Peter Boylston, and niece of Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, re-
nowned as the first introducer of inoculation for the small-pox in the
British dominions.

This Joan Apams was born on the 30th October, 1735, at Brain-
tree. His father’s elder brother, Joseph, had been educated at Harvard
College ; and was for upwards of sixty years minister of a Congrega-
tional church at Newington, New Hampshire.

John Adams, the father, was a farmer of small estate and a com-
mon school education. He lived and died, as his father and grand-
father had done before him, in that mediocrity of condition between
affluence and poverty, most propitious to the exercise of the ordinary
duties of life, and to the enjoyment of individual happiness. He was
for many years a deacon of the church, and a select man of the
town, without enjoying or aspiring to any higher dignity. He was in
his religious opinions, like most of the inhabitants of New England at
that time, a rigid Calvinist, and was desirous of bestowing upon his eld-
est son the benefit of a classical education, to prepare him for the same
profession with that of his elder brother, the minister of the gospel at
Newington.

. Joun Apawms, the son, had at that. early age no vocation for the
Church, nor even for a college education. Upon his father’s asking
]



JOHN ADAMS.

him to what occupation in life he would prefer to be raised, he an-
swered that he wished to be @ farmer. His father, without attempt-
ing directly to control his inclination, replied that it should be as he
desired. He accordingly took him out with himself the next day upon
the farm, and gave him practical experience of the labors of the plough,
the spade, and the scythe. At the close of the day the young farmer
told his father that he would go to school. He retained, however, his
fondness for farming to the last years of his life. '

He was accordingly placed under the tuition of Mr. Marsh, the keep-
er of a school then residing at Braintree, and who, ten years afterwards,
was also the instructor of Josiah Quincy, the celebrated patriot, who
lived but to share the first trials and to face the impending terrors of
the revolution.

In 1751, at the age of sixteen, JoAN ApamMs was admitted as a stu-
dent at Harvard College, and in 1755 was graduated as Bachelor of
Arts. The class to which he belonged stands eminent on the College
catalogue, for the unusual number of men distinguished in after-life.
Among them were Samuel Locke, some time President of the College ;
Moses Hemmenway, subsequently a divine of high reputation ; Sir John
‘Wentworth, Governor of the province of New Hampshire ; William
Browne, a judge of the Superior Court of the Province of Massa-
chusetts Bay,and afterwards Governor of the island of Bermuda; David
Sewall, many years judge of the District Court of the United Statesin
the district, and afterwards State of Maine; and Tristram Dalton, a
Senator of the United States. Three of these had so far distinguished
themselves while under-graduates, that, in the traditions of the College,
it was for many years afterwards known by the sons of Harvard as the
class of Adams, Hemmenway, and Locke.

John Adams, the father, had thus given to his eldest son a liberal
education to fit him for the gospel ministry. He had two other sons,
Peter Boylston and Elihu, whom he was educating to the profession
which Jorn had at first preferred, of farmers. In this profession Peter
Boylston continued to the end of a long life, holding for many years a
commission as a justice of the peace, and serving for some time the
town of Quincy as their representative in the legislature of the Com-
monwealth. He died in 1822 at the age of eighty-four, leaving nu-
merous descendants among the respectable inhabitants of Quincy and of
Boston. Elihu, at the commencement of the Revolution, entered the
army as a captain, and with multitudes of others fell a victim to the
epidemic dysentery of 17756. He left two sons and one danghter,
whose posterity reside in the towns of Randolph, (originally a part of
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NATIONAL PORTRAITS.

Braintree,) Abington, and Bridgewater. The daughter was the mother
of Aaron Hobart, several years a member of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States, and afterwards of the Council of the Com-
monwealth.

Among the usages of the primitive inhabitants of the villages of
New England, a liberal, that is, a college education, was considered as
an outfit for life, and equivalent to the double portion of an eldest son.
Upon being graduated at the College in 1755, JorN Apams, at the age
of twenty, had received this double portion, and was thenceforth to pro-
vide for himself.

“The world was all before him, and Providence his guide.”

At the commencement, when he was graduated, there were present
one or more of the select-men of the town of Worcester, which was
then in want of a teacher for the town school. They proposed to Mr.
Adams to undertake this service, and he accepted the invitation. He
repaired immediately to Worcester, and took upon him the arduous
duties of his office; pursuing at the same time the studies which were
to prepare him for the ministry.

His entrance thus upon the theatre of active life was at a period
of great political excitement. Precisely at the time when he went to
reside at Worcester, occurred the first incidents of the seven years’ war,
waged between France and Britain for the mastery of the North Ame-
rican continent. The disaster of Braddock’s defeat and death hap-
pened precisely at that time, like the shock of an earthquake through-
out the British colonies. Politics were the speculation of every mind
—the prevailing topic of every conversation. It was then that he
wrote to his kinsman, Nathaniel Webb, that prophetic letter which has
been justly called a literary phenomenon, and which shadowed forth
the future revolution of Independence, and the naval glories of this
Union.

His father had fondly cherished the hope that he was raising, by the
education of his son, a monumental pillar of the Calvinistic church ;
and he himself, reluctant at the thought of disappointing the hopes of
his father, and unwilling to embrace a profession laboring then under
strong prejudices unfavorable to it among the people of New England,
had acquiesced in the purpose which had devoted him to the gospel
ministry. But the progress of his theological studies soon gave him
an irresistible distaste for the Calvinistic doctrines. The writings of

Archbishop Tillotson, then at the summit of their reputation ; the pro-
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found analysis of Bishop Butler, with his sermons upon human na-
ture and upon the character of Balaam, took such hold upon his
memory, his imagination, and his judgment, that they extirpated from -
his mind every root of Calvinism that had been implanted in it; and
the philosophical works of Bolingbroke, then a dazzling novelty in the
literary world, although wholly successless in their tendency to shake
his faith in the sublime and eternal truths of the gospel, contributed ef-
fectively to wean him from the creed of the Genevan Reformer.

About one year after his first arrival at Worcester, after much anx-
ious deliberation and consultation with confidential friends, he resolv-
ed to relinquish the study of divinity, and to undertake that of the law.
He accordingly entered the office of Col. James Putnam, then a lawyer
of reputation at Worcester, and became at the same time an inmate
of his house. With him he lived in perfect harmony for the space of
two years, pursuing, with indefatigable diligence, the study of the law,
and keeping at the same time the town school. In 1758he completed his
preparatory professional studies ; relinquished his school, and returned
to his paternal mansion at Braintree. He applied, though a total stran-
ger, to Jeremy Gridley, then the most eminent lawyer in New England,
and Attorney-general of the Province, to present himto the judges of the
Superior Court for admission to the Bar. Mr. Gridley examined him
with regard to his proficiency in the studies appropriate to his profes-
sion, and warmly recommended him to the Court, securing thereby his
admission. -

He opened an office, and commenced the practice in his native
town. Two years after, in 1760, he lost his father ; but continued to
reside with his mother and brother till 1764. His attendance upon
the Courts in the counties of Suffolk, and of the old colony, was as-
siluous ; but an accidental engagement in a private cause, before the
Court at Plymouth, gave him the opportunity to display talents, which
brought him immediately into large and profitable practice. In 1762
the seven years’ war was concluded by the cession to Great Britain
and Spain of all the possessions of France on the continent of North
America ; and at the same time commenced in England the system of
policy, which terminated in the Revolution of Independence. 1t com-
menced by an increased rigor of exaction and of restriction in the ex-
ecution of the laws of trade. For this purpose the officers of the cus-
toms were instructed by an order of the royal council, to apply, in cases
when they suspected articles of merchandize upon which the duties had
not been paid, were concealed, to the justices of the Superior Courts,

for writs of assistance, such as were sometimes issued from the Court
s
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of Exchequer in England, authorizing them to enter the houses and
warehouses of the merchants, to detect the unlawfully imported goods.
This was a new and odious process, to which the merchants in the co-
lonies had never before been subjected ; and its legality was immediate-
ly contested before the Superior Court. It was substantially the same
case as that of the general search warrants, which some years after kin-
dled so fierce and inextinguishable a flame upon the prosecution of John
Wilkes in London. The spirit of English liberty was as sensitive and
as intractable in the colonies, as it ever had been in the mother coun-
try. The remark of Junius, that the dogs and horses of England lost
their metal by removing to another hemisphere, but that patriotism
was improved by transportation, meant by him for a sarcasm, was
a truth too serious for the derision of a British statesman. The
trial of John Peter Zenger, at New-York, had vindicated the freedom of
the press, and the rights of juries, twenty years before they issued
victorious from the re-considered opinions of Camden, and the preva-
ricating wisdom of Mansfield. And in the trial of the writs of as-
sistance, at Boston, James Otis had

““taught the age to quit their clogs
“By the known rules of ancient Liberty ;"

while the search warrants for the Essay on Woman, and the 45th num-
ber of the North Briton, and the Letter of Junius to the King, were
slumbering in the womb of futurity.

JouN Apaws, at the age of twenty-seven, attended as a member of
the bar, the trial upon the writs of assistance, and witnessed the
splendid exhibitions of genius and learning exerted in the cause
of freedom by the pioneer of American Independence, James Otis.
Small is the portion of mankind to whom itis given to discern the
great events which control the destinies of nations in their seminal
principles. The origin of the American Revolution has been usually
ascribed to the Stamp Act; Jounx Apawms had seen it in the first cam-
paign of the seven years’ war in 1755. He saw and marked its pro-
gress on the argument of James Otis upon writs of assistance in
1762 ; a cause which, although it produced great excitement at the
time, would scarcely have been noticed among the historical incidents
of the term, but for the minutes, which his curiosity induced him to
take of the trial as it proceeded, and from an imperfect copy of which,
taken afterwards by one of the law students in his office, the account
of it in the subsequent histories of that period has been published.

On the 25th of October, 1764, he was married to Abigail Smith,
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JOHN ADAMS.

second daughter of William Smith, minister of a congregational
church at Weymouth, then in her twentieth year.

This was the memorable year of the Stamp Act, and from this year
may be dated his first entrance upon political life. His friend and pa-
tron, Gridley, had just before that formed, with some other members of
the bar and men of literary taste, a small social circle, who met once
a week at each other’s houses for the discussion of topics of literature
and law, oral or in writing. Before this society MR. ApAmMs one eve-
ning read a short paper of Observations on the Feudal and Canon Law,
which he afterwards published in the Patriotic newspaper. The sen-
sation which it produced on the public mind was so great, that in the
following year it was re-published in London, and there attributed to
the pen of Gridley. It has been frequently since re-published, and
even now may be considered as a worthy precursor to the declaration
of Independence.

Popular commotions prevented the landing of the Stamp Act papers,
which had been sent from England to be used in all processes before
the judicial courts.

Thomas Hutchinson, at once the Lieut. Governor and Chief Jus-
tice of the Superior Court of the Province, had closed the sessions of
the Court, on the pretence that they could not be lawfully held but
by using the stamps.

The suspension of the Courts was severely felt throughout the Pro-
vince ; but especially in the town of Boston, where, after some time, a
town meeting was held, at which it was determined to present a peti-
tion to the Governor and Council, that the Courts of justice might be
forthwith re-opened ; and they prayed to be heard by counsel in sup-
port of the petition. This was accorded, and the counsel appointed
by the town were Jeremy Gridley, then Attorney-general, James Otis,
and Joan Apawms, then a young man of thirty, and not even an inha-
bitant of the town. The Governor and Council had not ventured to
refuse hearing counsel in support of the town petition ; but, perhaps,
from the same timid policy, would hear them only with closed doors,
and without admitting any supernumerary hearers. They suggested
to the three gentlemen, who represented the town, the expediency of
deciding between themselves the points upon which they proposed to
support the petition. Mr. Gridley, the officer of the crown, without
entering upon the question of right, represented only the general
and severe distress suffered by all classes of the people, not only
of the town, but of the whole province, by the suspension of all pro-
ceedings in the Judicial Courts. Mr. Otis argued, that from this unfore-
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seen and unexampled state of things, the nature of the case gave a right
of necessity, authorizing the Governor and Council to command the
re-opening of the Court until the pleasure of the authority beyond the
sea could be known. MRr. Apams assumed, as the basis of his argu-
ment, that the British Parliament had no right of taxation over the
colonies. That the Stamp Act was an assumption of power, unwarrant-
ed by, and inconsistent with, the principles of the English constitution,
and with the charter of the Province. 'That it was null and void ;
binding neither upon the people, nor upon the courts of justice in the
colony ; and that it was the duty of the Governor and Council to re-
quire of the judges of the Courts, that they should resume their judi-
cial Courts, and proceed without exacting from suitors, or applying to
their own records, the use of any stamps whatever. This, and a co-
temporaneous resolution of the same import, introduced into the House
of Representatives of the Province by Samuel Adams, are believed to
have been the first direct denial of the unlimited right of legislation of
Parliament over the colonies in the progress of that controversy. In
the argument before the. Governor and Council, it could be assumed
only by Mr. Apams. - Mr. Gridley being at that time the king’s At-
torney-general, and Mr. Otis having, in a celebrated pamphlet on the
rights of the colonies, shortly before published, admitted the right of
taxation to be among the lawful authorities of Parliament.

The Governor and Council deferred their decision upon the petition
of the town, and before the period arrived for the next regular session
of the Superior Court, the intelligence came of the repeal of the Stamp
Act, and relieved them from the necessity of any decision upon it.

The selection of Mr. ApaMs as one of the law council of the town
of Boston upon this memorable occasion, was at once an introduction to
a career of political eminence, and a signal advancement of his profes-
sional reputation as a lawyer. He had already, as chairman of a
committee of the town of Braintree, draughted instructions, on the sub-
ject of the Stamp Act, to the Representative of the town in the general
court, which had been published, and attracted much notice ; and he
was shortly after elected one of the select-men of the town.

He had formed an intimate acquaintance and warm friendship with
‘Jonathan Sewall, who had married a Miss Quincy, a relation of MRr.
Apams. Sewall,a man of fine talents, distinguished as an oratorand a
writer, had commenced his career as a patriot ; but had been drawn
over by the artifices of Bernard and Hutchinson, and by lucrative and
honorable offices, to the royal cause. 'Through him the office of advo-
cate-general was offered to MR. Apams, which he declined, though
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tendered with an assurance that no sacrifice of his political sentiments
would be expected from him by his acceptance of the office. He was
already known in that Court by the defence of Ansell Nickerson, an
American seaman, who, in self-defence against a press-gang from aking’s
ship in the harbor of Boston, had killed, with the stroke of a harpoon,
their commander, Lieut. Panton. MR. Apams’s defence was, that the
usage of impressment had never extended to the colonies ; that the
attempt to impress Nickerson was,on the part of Lieutenant Panton,
unlawful ; and that the act of Nickerson in killing him was justifiable
homicide. Although the commander of the naval force on the Ame-
rican station, Captain Hood, afterwards Lord Hood, a name illustrious
in the naval annals of Britain, was a member of the Court which
decided the fate of Nickerson, he was acquitted and discharged ; and
thus, even before the question of Parliamentary taxation had been
brought to its issue in blood, it was solemnly settled that the royal
prerogative of impressment did not extend to the colonies. That pre-
rogative, so utterly irreconcileable with the fundamental principle ot
the great charter, “nullus homo capietur,” that dark spot on the
snow-white standard of English freedom, that brand of servitude
which Foster, from the judicial bench, stamped on the forehead of the
British seaman ; that shame to the legislation of the mother country,
was, by the exertions of JoaN Apams, banished from the code of co-
lonial law.

In the inimitable portrait of the just man drawn by the great Roman
Lyric Poet, he is said to be equally immovable from his purpose by the
flashing eye of the tyrant, and by the burning fury of a multitude com-
manding him to do wrong. Of all revolutions, ancient or modern,
that of American Independence was pre-eminently popular. It was
emphatically the revolution of the people. Not one noble name of the
parent realm is found recorded upon its annals, as armed in the defence
of the cause of freedom, or assisting in the councils of the confederacy ;
a few foreign nobles, La Fayette, De Kalb, Pulaski, Steuben, Du Por-
tail, Du Coudray, and a single claimant of a British peerage, Lord
Stirling, warmed by the spirit of freedom, and stimulated by the elec-
tric spark of military adventure, joined the standard of our country;
and more than one of them laid down their lives in her cause. Ofthe ~
natives of the land, not one—not Washington himself—could be justly
styled the founder of Independence. The title of Liberator, since ap-
plied to an immeasurably inferior man in another continent of this he-
misphere, could not be, and never was, applied to Washington. Of

the nation, formed after the revolution was accomplished, he was by
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the one people placed at the head ; of the revolution itself, he was but
the arm.

North American Independence was achieved by a new phenomenon
in the history of mankind,—by a self-formed, self-constituted, and self-
governed Democracy. There were leaders of the people in the seve-
ral colonies; there were representatives of the colonies, and after-
wards of the States in the continental Congress; there was a conti-
nental army, a continental navy, and a continental currency ; agents,
factors, and soldiers; but the living soul, the vivifying spirit of the
whole, was a steady, firm, resolute, inflexible will of the people, march-
ing through fire and sword, and pestilence and famine, and bent to
march, were it through the wreck of matter and the crush of worlds—
to INDEPENDENCE.

The objections urged from time immemorial against the democra-
cies of former ages were, the instability of the popular will—the im-

o petuosity of their passions—the fluctuation of their counsels, and
the impossibility of resisting their occasional and transitory animosities
and resentments. Little of all this was seen in the course of the North
American revolution. Even before its outset the people were trained toa
spirit of self-control, well suited to prepare them for the trials that await-
ed them, and to carry them triumphantly through the fiery ordeal. No
event contributed more to the formation of this spirit than the tragedy
of the 5th of March, 1770, and its consequences. To suppress the
popular commotions which the system of Parliamentary taxation had
excited and could not fail to provoke, two regiments of soldiers were
stationed at Boston ; and becoming daily more odious to the inhabitants,
were exposed to continual insults from the unguarded and indiscreet
among them. On the 5th of March, a small party of the soldiers, under
command of Lieut. Preston, were thus assailed and insulted by a
crowd of people gathering round them, until they fired upon them, and -
killed and wounded several persons. The passions of the people were
roused to the highest pitch of indignation, but manifested themselves
by no violence or excess. Lieutenant Preston and six of the soldiers
were arrested by the civil authority, and tried before the Superior
Court for murder. They were so well advised as to apply to Jomn
Apams and Josiah Quincy, known as among the most ardent among
the patriots, to defend them ; and they hesitated not to undertake the
task. The momentary passions of the people identified the suffer-
ings of the victims of that night with the causs of the country, and
Joun Apams and Josiah Quincy were signalized as deserters from the
standard of freedom. How great was the load of public obloquy under

10
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which they labored, lives yet in the memory of surviving witnesses;
and is recorded in the memoir of the life of Josiah Quincy, which the
filial veneration of a son, worthy of such a father, has given to the world.
Among the most affecting incidents related in that volume, and the
most deeply interesting documents appended to it, are the recital of
this event, and the correspondence between Josiah Quincy the defend-
erof the soldiers and his father on that occasion. The fortitude of
Joan Apams was brought to a test equally severe ; as the elder council
for the prisoners on trial, it was his duty to close the argument in their
defence. 'The writer of this article has often heard from indivi-
duals, who had been present among the crowd of spectators at the
trial, the electrical effect produced upon the jury, and upon the im-
mense and excited auditory, by the first sentence with which he opened
his defence ; which was the following citation from the then recent-
ly published work of Beccaria.

“ May it please your Honors, and you, Gentlemen of the Jury.

“I am for the prisoners at the bar, and shall apologize for it only
in the words of the Marquis Beccaria. ¢ If I can but be the instrument
of preserving one life, his blessing and tears of transport shall be a suf-
ficient consolation to me for the contempt of all mankind.’ ?

Captain Preston and the soldiers were acquitted, excepting two,
who were found guilty of manslaughter, an offence which, being at
that time entitled to the benefit of clergy, was subject to no sharp-
er penalty than the gentle application of a cold iron to the hand, and,
except as a warning for the future, was equivalent to an acquittal.

The town of Boston instituted an annual commemoration of the
massacre of the 6th of March, by the delivery of an oration to the
inhabitants assembled in town meeting. This anniversary was
thus celebrated for a succession of thirteen years, until the close of
the Revolutionary War, when that of the 4th of July, the day of na-
tional Independence, was substituted in its place. The Boston mas-
sacre is, however, memorable as the first example of those annual com-
memorations by public discourses ever since so acceptable to the peo-
ple.

Within two months after the trial of the soldiers, Mr. Apams re-
ceived a new testimonial of the favor and confidence of his townsmen,
by their election of him as one of their Representatives in the General
Court or Colonial Legislature. In this body the conflict of principles
between metropolitan authority and British colonial liberty was perti-
naciously maintained. Sir Francis Bernard had just before closed his
inglorious career, by seeking refuge in his own country from the in-
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dignation of the people over whom he had been sent to rule. He was
succeeded by Thomas Hutchinson, a native of the province, a man
of considerable talent, great industry, and of grasping ambition ; who,
in evil hour for himself, preferred the path of royal favor to that of pa-
triotism for the ascent to power and fortune.

In times of civil commotion, the immediate subject of contention be-
tween the parties scarcely ever discloses to the superficial observer the
great questions at issue between them. The first collision between
Hutchinson and the two branches of the General Court was about the
place where they were to hold their sessions.

Hutchinson, by instructions, secretly suggested by himself, convened
the General Court at Cambridge, instead of Boston. They claimed it
as a chartered right to meet at the town-house in Boston ; and hence
a long controversy between the Governor and the two houses, which,
after three years of obstinate discussion, terminated by the restoration
of the Legislature to their accustomed place of meeting.

By the charter of the colony, the members of the House of Repre-
sentatives were annually elected by the people of the towns, and twenty-
eight counsellors by the House of Representatives and council, with
the approbation of the Governor. The judges of the Superior Court
were appointed by the Governor and Council; and the Governor,
Lieutenant-governor, and Judges were paid by annual grants from the
General Court. In ordinary times the Council had always been more
friendly to the Executive administration, and less disposed to resist the
transatlantic authority than the House; but as the contest with the
mother country grew warmer, and the country party in the House
stronger, they dropped in their elections to the Council all the partizans
of the Court, and elected none but the most determined patriots to the
council board. 'The only resource.of the Governor was to disapprove
the most obnoxious of the persons elected, and thus to exclude a
few of the most prominent leaders; but in their places the House
always elected others of the same principles.

Among the devices to which, at the instigation of Hutchinson him-
self, the British Government resorted to remedy these disorders, was
that of vacating the charter of the colony; of reserving to the King
in council the appointment of the councillors, and of paying by Par-
liamentary authority the Governor and Judges, himself. The drift of
these changes could not be mistaken. Hutchinson, who affected the
character of a profound constitutional lawyer, entered into long and
elaborate discussion of the rights and authority of Parliament in mes-
sages to the General Court, which were answered separately by re-
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ports of committees in both Houses. In the composition of these
papers MRr. Apams was frequently employed, together with his dis-
tinguished relative, Samuel Adams. For the discussion of profound
constitutional questions, the education of JouN Apams as a lawyer,
had pre-eminently qualified him to cope with Hutchinson in his black
letter messages ; and for the arguments on chartered rightsand statutory
law, he was relied upon beyond all others,

In 1772, having removed to his primitive residence at Braintree, he
ceased to represent the town of Boston in the Legislature ; but he was
soon after elected to the council, and negatived by the Governor. In
1774 he was elected one of the members from the colony of Massachu-
setts Bay to the Continental Congress; and on the first meeting of that
body, on the 5th of September of that year, took his seat among the
founders of the North American Union. His service in Congress con-
tinued until November, 1777, when he was chosen by that body, in
the place of Silas Deane, a joint commissioner at the Court of France,
with Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee.

He embarked for France on the 13th of February, 1778, in the Bos-
ton frigate, commanded by Samuel Tucker; and, after a most tempes-
tuous passage of forty-five days, landed at Bordeaux in France. The
recognition by France of the Independence of the United States, and
the conclusion of the treaties of commerce and of alliance between the
two nations, had taken place between the appointment of Mr. Apams
and his arrival at Paris.

After the ratification of those treaties, Congress thought proper to
substitute a single minister plenipotentiary at the court of France.

Dr. Benjamin Franklin was appointed the minister. Arthur Lee
had previously received a separate commission as minister to the Court
of Spain. MR. Apawms, without waiting for a letter of recall, returned
in the summer of 1779, in the French frigate La Sensible, to the
United States. The French minister to the United States, the Chevalier
de la Luzerne, together with his secretary of legation, since highly dis-
tinguished through all the scenes of the French Revolution, Barbe de
Marbois, were passengers in the same frigate. They arrived at Boston
on the 2d of August, 1779. Precisely at that time the convention
which formed the constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts was about to assemble, and Mr. Apams was returned to it«as a
mermber from the town of Braintree.

The convention assembled at Cambridge on the 1st of September,
1779, and, after appointing a committee of thirty-one members to pre-
pare a declaration of rights, and a constitution for the Commonwealth,
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adjourned over, on the 7th of that month, to the 28th of October en-
suing, to receive the report of the committee. Mgr. ADaMs was a
member of this committee, and made the first draught of the declara-
tion of rights and of the constitution reported to the convention.

But, in the interval of the adjournment, Mr. Apams had received
from Congress a new commission for the negotiation of peace with
Great Britain ; in pursuance of which he embarked on the 14th of
November, at Boston, in the same French frigate in which he had re-
turned to the United States. Her destination was Brest; but having
sprung a leak on her passage, and being in danger of foundering, she
was obliged to make the first European port, which was that of Ferrol
in Spain. There she arrived on the 7th of December, and thence Mr.
Apams travelled, in mid-winter, by land to Paris.

The events of the Revolutionary war were not yet sufficiently ma-
tured for the negotiation of peace. Soon after the appointment of M.
Apaws to this service, Henry Laurens of South Carolina, then Presi-
dent of Congress, was appointed minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a
treaty of amity and commerce with the United Netherlands, with & se-
parate commission to negotiate a loan of money in that country. On his
passage to Europe, Mr. Laurens was captured by a British cruizer, and
was lodged in the tower of London as a prisoner of state. MR. Apams
then received a commission for the same service, and a new appoint-
ment was made of five commissioners for the negotiation of peace.
These were JouN Apawms, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Lau-
rens, and Thomas Jefferson ; the last of whom was, however, prevent-
ed by the circumstances of his family from proceeding to Europe until
after the conclusion of the peace. In July, 1780, Mr. Apams left
Paris and went to Holland, where, as a preliminary to the negotiation
of a treaty of amity and commerce, it was necessary to procure the re-
cognition of the United States as an independent power. The nego-
tiation for a loan was a separate power to contract with individuals;
In both these negotiations MR. ADaMs was eminently successful. The
condition of the United Netherlands at that time required a different
mode of negotiation from that which was suitable with the other na-
tions of Continental Europe. They constituted a free, confederated
republic; with a prince allied to many of the European sovereigns,
and especially to the Kings of Great Britain and of Prussia, at - their
head. The politics of the country were discussed in the Legislative
Assemblies of the several provinces, and the freedom of the press
opened avenues to the hearts. of the people. In point of form, Mr.
Apaus, as the representative of the United States claiming to be a sove-
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reign and independent power, was to address the President of the States
General, which he did in a memorial claiming to be received as a
public minister ; but setting forth all the arguments suited to produce
an impression upon the minds of the people favorable to the objects of
his mission. ‘The President of the States General received the memo-
rial, and laid it before the Assembly, who referred it to the Legislative
Assemblies of the several provinces for consideration; MR. Apams
caused it forthwith to be published in the English, French, and Dutch
languages in pamphlets ; and it was re-published in many of the news-
papers and other periodical.journals of the country. No public docu-
ment of the revolution was ever so widely circulated ; for, as an extra-
ordinary state paper, it was re-published in every country and every
language of Europe. Its success was not less remarkable than the
extent of its circulation. It set in motion the whole population of the
Netherlands. Popular petitions, numerously signed, poured in upon
the States of the provinces, praying for the recognition of the Inde-
pendence of the United States, and the reception of Mr. ApaMs as
their minister. 'The similarity of the condition of the United States
to that of the Netherlands in their struggle for Independence against
Spain, strongly urged in the memorial, became a favorite topic for po-
pular feeling in all the provincial Assemblies. The Leyden Gazette,
edited by John Luzac, one of the most accomplished scholars of the
age, and one of the purest republican spirits of any age or clime, was
engaged with deep and fervid interest in the cause of America, stimu-
lated, even to enthusiasm, by the personal friendship formed with the
kindred spirit of Joun Apams. Another Frenchman of great ability,
and highly distinguished gs the author of the best history extant,in
the French language, of the United Provinces, A. M. Cerisier, at the
instance of MR. Apams, commenced a weekly journal under the title
of % the Politique Hollandais,” devoted exclusively to the communication
of correct intelligence from America, and to set forth the community
of principles and of interests between the new and the old republic.
Having formed an intimate acquaintance with an eminent lawyer at
Amsterdam, named Calkoen, that gentleman, who was a member of a
political and literary society which held private weekly meetings, ad-
dressed sundry queries to Mr. Apams respecting the stats of the war,
the condition of the people in the United States, and their dispositions
with regard to the cause of Independence ; which he answered in twen-
ty-six letters, since frequently published. They were read and dis-
cussed at the meetingsof the society, and furnished facts and argument

for the friends of America and of freedom to counteract the influence
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and the misrepresentations of the English party or Anglomanes, always
numerous and powerful in the United Netherlands. The armed neu-
trality of the north, and the insolent, domineering tone of Sir Joseph
York, the British minister at the Hague, contributed to the excitement
of the people in favor of the American cause ; and after patiently wait-
ing till the state of public opinion was sufficiently matured, Mr.
Apawms ventured upon a step, the boldness of which could only be jus-
tified by success. He addressed a note to the States General, which
he delivered in person to their President, referring to the memorial
which he had twelve months before preseuted ; proposing a treaty of
amity and commerce between the two nations, and demanding a
categorical answer which he might transmit to his sovereign.

With this demand the States General of the United Netherlands
promptly complied. The Independence of the United States was for-
mally recognized by the reception of Mr. Apams as their minister.
A commission, consisting of one member from each of the Provinces,
was appointed to treat with him ; and with them he concluded the treaty
of amity, navigation, and commerce of 8th October, 1782; still recog-
nized at this day by the United States, and by the present king of Hol-
land, as the law of commercial intercourse between the two nations.

While conducting this political negotiation, MR. Apams had also
contracted with three banking houses at Amsterdam, a loan of five mil-
lions of florins, at a yearly interest of five per cent.; furnishing, at a
critical period of the war, a most seasonable supply to the exhausted
treasury of the United States.

The day after the conclusion of the commercial treaty, and of a con-
vention concerning maritime prizes of the same date, MR. ApaMS pro-
ceeded to Paris, where the negotiation for peace with Great Britain had
already been commenced between his colleagues, Dr. Franklin and
Mr. Jay; first with certain informal agents appointed by the British
Government, and afterwards with Richard Oswald, formerly commis-
sioned by George the Third to treat for peace with the commissioners
of the United States of America. This negotiation terminated in the
preliminary articles of peace of 30th November, 1782 ; succeeded by
the definitive treaty also concluded at Paris on the 3rd of September,
1783.

The responsibilities of public men in stations of high dignity and
trust in ordinary and prosperous times, are sufficiently arduous for the
trial of the tempers of men ; but the labors, the anxieties, the perturba-
tions of mind incident to the condition of a man charged with the duty
of maintaining, in a desperate conflict with oppressive power, not only

»



JOHN ADAMS.

his own character and honor, but the existence of his country, can
scarcely be conceivable to an American of the present age. They stag-
ger the firmness of the most intrepid soul. They prey upon a bodily
frame hardy as the Nemsan lion’s nerve. Blessed with an excellent na-
tural constitution, MR. Apams had in early youth ever plied it with
intense study and indefatigable professional labor ; from the time that
he had become engaged in the service of his country, his days and
nights had been devoted to the performance of his duties. In the
midst of his negetiations in Holland he was brought within a hair’s
breadth of the grave by a typhus fever, in the summer of 1781, at Am-
sterdam ; and a few days after the signature of the definitive treaty of
peace, he was taken with a slow nervous fever, which again brought
him to death’s door. To promote his recovery, he was advised by his
physician to indulge himself in a temporary relaxation from public
business ; and in October, 1783, he made his first visit to England,
where, though in a private capacity, upon the meeting of Parliament,
be heard the lips of George the Third on his throne, announce to his
people, that he had concluded a definitive treaty of peace with the
United States of America.

In January, 1784, he was suddenly called back to his post, in Hol-
land, to negotiate a new loan of two millions of florins, which had be-
come necessary for the punctual payment of the interest upon that
which had been previously contracted, and which he effected upon
terms equally advantageous. On his return to the Hague, he held
conferences with the Baron de Thulemeyer, the minister of the great
Frederic of Prussia, commissioned by him to conclude a treaty of
amity and commerce with the United States. While engaged in this
discussion, Congress had appointed JorNn Apams, Benjamin Franklin,
and Thomas Jefferson, commissioners to negotiate treaties of commerce
with any of the European powers, or of the Barbary States, which
might be inclined to form such engagements.

The commission met at Paris, in August, 1794, and communicated,
through the ministers of the several powers of Europe, their powers to
negotiate treaties of amity and commerce. But under this commission,
the treaty which had been already nearly concluded by Mr. Apams
and the Baron de Thulemeyer Was the only one accomplished in Eu-
rope. In the spring of 1785, Doctor Franklin, at the age of nearly
four-score, and laboring under the painful disease which finally closed
his illustrious life, returned to the United States. Mr. Jefferson was
appointed his successor at the Court of France, and Mr. Apams re-

ceived a commission as the first minister plenipotentiary of the United
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States at the Court of the British king. They still remained jointly
charged with the commission for negotiating treaties of commerce,
under which was concluded a treaty with the Emperor of Morocco,
and a commercial treaty with Portugal ; the ratification of which by the
Portuguese Government was withheld, under the controling influence
of Great Britain at that Court.

In May, 1785, Mr. Apams proceeded to London, where he was re-
ceived by George the Third as the minister of the Independent States
of North America. He was authorized to form a commercial treaty
with Great Britain of the most liberal character ; but a proud and mor-
tified spirit had succeeded in the breast of the monarch, and a resent-
ful and jealous rivalry in the temper of the nation, to the cruel and de-
solating war, which for seven years had been waged to subdue the
North American people. In that people, too, an irritated and resentful
temper still rankled long after the conflict for independence had closed.
Mutual charges of bad faith in failing to execute the articles of the
treaty of peace, but two well founded on both sides, continued the
alienation of heart between the nations, which the contest and the se-
paration had caused. 'The British Government had, indeed, more
than plausible reasons for declining to conclude a commercial treaty
with a Congress, which had not even authority to carry into execution
the stipulations of the treaty of peace. After a residence in England
of three years, in June, 1778, MR. Apams returned to the United
States, precisely at the moment when the ratification, by nine States, of
the constitution, had established the form of government for the Union,
under which we yet live.

During his residence in England he had composed and published,
in three volumes, his Defence of the Constitutions of the United States,
—a treatise upon Goverment, afterwards called the History of the
principal Republics of the World ; a work which has contributed more
than any other ever written, to settle the opinions of mankind upon
the great question, whether the legislative power of a free state should
be vested in a single assembly, or in two separate co-ordinate branches ;
incidental to which is the question, not less important, of a single or a
plural executive. Upon these points there is now scarcely any diversi-
ty of opinion among the enlightened theorists of Government.

Just before his return to the United States, Mr. Apams had been
elected, by the Legislature of Massachusetts, a member of Congress,
uuder the articles of Confederation ; but that body was in a virtual
state of dissolution. The constitution of the United States had receiv-
«d the sanction of the people. The times and places for holding the
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elections to organize the new government, had been fixed and the
semblance of authority, which was all that the Confederation Congress
had ever possessed, was vanishing even before the fabric of its more
efficient substitute was completed.

In December, 1788, the first elections were held for carrying into
execution the Constitution of the United States; at which George
Washington was unanimously chosen President, and JouN Apawms
was elected Vice-President of the Union ; and four years afterwards
they were both, in like manner, re-elected to the same offices. At the
close of the second term, Washington declined a second re-election,
and Mr. Apams was chosen President of the United States.

During the eight years of Washington’s administration, Mr. Apams
presided in the Senate. Throughout the whole of both those terms he
gave to the administration a firm and efficient support.

Wherever there is Government, there must be councils of adminis-
tration and collisions of opinion, concerning its mode and its measures.
In all governments, therefore, there are parties which necessarily become
braided, and, too often, entangled with the personal characters, princi-
ples, passions, and fortunes of individual men. No sooner had the
founder of the Christian faith laid the corner-stone, for the establish-
ment of the purest and most self-sacrificing of all religions, by the se-
lection of the twelve apostles, than ambition and avarice, the thirst of
place and treachery, were disclosed among them.

The Constitution of the United States was the result of a compro-
mise between parties, which had existed from the first formation of
the American Union. Itdrew together, by closer ties, the inhabitants of
an extensive country, chiefly descended from one common stock, but
greatly diversified by the varieties of climates, and of soils on which
they had settled, and the oppositions of religious and political opinions
in which they had originated. It made them permanently, and by
political organization, what the enthusiasm of a common struggle for
freedom, common sufferings and common dangers had made them for
a time, in the war of Independence, but which the imbecility of the
Articles of Confederation had failed to sustain, it made them One
People. This stupendous monument of wisdom and virtue was ac-
complished by a party—then known by the denomination of Federa-
lists ; a name which, from various causes, has since become a term of
reproach, but which, at that time, Washington and Madison were alike
proud of bearing. In the disjointed condition of the confederacy, there
was but one man whose talents and services had rivetted him in the
gratitude and affections of all his countrymen, and that was, the
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leader of the armies of the Revolution. He presided in the convention
which formed the Constitution ; and no one can analyse that instrument
without perceiving that much of its character, and expecially the con-
struction of its executive power, was adapted to Aim, and fashioned
upon the preconception that the office would be occupied by him.

Nor was this anticipation disappointed. He was twice elected by
the unanimous suffrages of the electoral colleges President of the
United States. But he was scarcely installed in office, and the wheels
of the new machine of government had scarcely began to move, when
the spirit of party, transferred from the confederacy to the constitution,
sought, in the principal subordinate officers of the government, leaders
for the succession, to be thereafter seated in the chair of Washington.
These leaders immediately presented themselves in the persons of
Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, and Alexander Hamilton, Secreta-
ry of the T'reasury. In the diversity of the principles of these two men,
conflict immediately sprung up, as to those which should govern the ad-
ministration. Those of Hamilton were more congenial to the mind of
Washington, and became the ruling principles of the administration ;
upon which Jefferson retired from public office, and was thencefor-
ward looked up to as the head of the opposition to Washington’s ad